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HSK 1: Old vs New Vocabulary

HSK 2.0 word list (2015 edition) vs HSK 3.0 exam syllabus (Nov 2025)

By Jane's Mandarin Tutor - janesmandarintutor.co.uk

Unofficial study guide, not affiliated with or endorsed by CTI or CLEC. Built from the official public word lists, checked
on 5 November 2026. Ask your test centre which format your sitting uses (HSK 3.0 launches worldwide on 13 December
2026).

At a glance
HSK 2.0 HSK 3.0
Words introduced at Level 1 | 150 300
Total you need for Level 1 150 300

Comparing everything you need for Level 1: 146 words are in both lists, 154 words are new in 3.0, and 4 old
words are no longer in 3.0 Level 1.

Words new to you at Level 1 in 3.0: 154. These are in the 3.0 Level 1 list but not in the 2.0 Level 1 list (Section 1).

How the lists count. In both official lists each word appears once, at the level where it is first introduced. An
exam at Level N tests that level plus all the levels below it, so the totals above are cumulative. Words are
matched by how they are written. Part-of-speech notes in the 2.0 list, such as ' (IX3&) , are ignored.

Abbreviations: n. noun - v. verb - adj. adjective - adv. adverb - pron. pronoun - num. numeral - m.w. measure
word - prep. preposition - conj. conjunction - part. particle - interj. interjection - onom. onomatopoeia - phrase: no
part of speech given in the syllabus. A part of speech in brackets, and a level printed like 1 (4) , are shown
exactly as the 3.0 syllabus prints them. The syllabus does not explain this notation, but it appears to mean that
some uses of the word belong to the bracketed level.



1. New words to learn: in HSK 3.0 Level 1, not in HSK 2.0 Level 1 (154)

1a. Words that were not in the HSK 2.0 lists at all (82)

# Word Pinyin Part of speech 3.0 level
1 BX | baitian n. 1
2 i bian n., suffix 1
3 bing n., V. 1
4 | FE buyao adv. 1
5 Mg chang V. 1
6 #F che n. 1
7  K¥  daxué n. 1
8  KE4.  daxuéshéng n. 1
9 %8 di prefix 1
10  EBiE | dianhua n. 1
11  EBEPBR | dianyingyuan n. 1
12 1§ dian n. 1
13 ®#  dusha V. 1
14 IR fan n. 1
15 &, gé n. 1
16 H gué n. 1
17 NF | Hanzi n. 1
18 ¥¥&  haokan adj. 1
19 #WF | hdoting adj. 1
20  #¥tJL  haowanr adj. 1
21’/ hou n. 1
22 KE hudche n. 1
23 XA jiarén n. 1
24 1 jian V. 1
25  $EE  jinnidn n. 1
26 FE | kaiche V. 1
27 &%  kanbing V. 1
28 ®&E | méishi V. 1
29 ] men suffix 1
30 BREE mingnian n. 1
31 B4~ nage pron. 1
32 WRE nali pron. 1

33 WpEE | naxie pron. 1
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Word
Apik
B4
il
AJL
ApLE
BHAR
1RYF
fRil]
TR
Al
i5ia]
iR
%

E S
BIE

FHE
Tig

K
g

g
EfR
EHIX

BRL

Pinyin
nabian
nage
nali
nar
naxié
nanpéngyou
ni hdo
nimen
nlpéngyou
gian
gingweén
shangké
shangxué
shi
shadian
shui
tamen
tamen
tamen
tian
tingjian
waibian
wan
wanfan
wufan
xiaban
xiake
xidopéngyou
xidoxué
xidoxuéshéng
Xingqri
xmgqtian
Xué
yiban
yixié
youde

youdianr

Part of speech 3.0 level

pron.
pron.
pron.
pron.
pron.
n.
phrase
pron.
n.

n.

V.

pron.
pron.
pron.

n., mw.

num.
num.+m.w.
pron.

adv.

1
1
1



#
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Word
B

Pinyin

yOuxié

zao
zaofan
zhébian
zhége
zhell
zher
zhexié

zhongxué

Part of speech
pron., (adv.)

n.

adj.

n.

pron.

pron.

pron.

pron.

pron.

n.

zhdngxuéshéng | n.

zuo fan

phrase

3.0 level
13

1

1

1

1b. Words moved down from a higher HSK 2.0 level (72)

O 00 N o U MW N

10
11
12
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14
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16
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21
22

Word
g

2 I >
I

B3

Pinyin
ba
bai
chuan
dajia
dao
didi
dui
fangjian
feichang
gége
geéi
gongsi
gui
hai
haizi
haocht

jidan

.....

Part of speech

part.

num.

v

pron.

v

n.

adj., prep., (v.), (m.w.)
n.

adv.

V., (prep.)

adj.

adv.

adj.

m.w.

v., adj.

3.0 level
1
1

1 (4)

1 (2)

Was in 2.0

Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2

Level 2
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Word
1
z

b

=1

BiE]
Fil
WHiE

Pinyin

mai
mang
meimei
miantidor
nan

nin
nidnai

nu

pianyi
gichuang
gian
qunian

ri
shangban
shéngbing
shijian
shoujt
shudhua
ta

wai

wan
wanshang
wen
wenti
xidoshi
Xin

XiOXi

yixia
zai
zaoshang

zhdao

Part of speech

num.

num.

v

adj., v.

n.

n.

adj.

pron.

ad;.
ad;j.

num.

m.w., (n.)

<

%
adv.

num.+m.w., (adv.)
adv.

n.

%

adv., (adj.)

3.0 level
1

1 (4)

1 (4)

1 (4)

Was in 2.0

Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2

Level 2



# Word Pinyin Part of speech 3.0 level Wasin 2.0

60 IEff | zhéngzai | adv. 1 Level 2
61 K zht m.w. 1 Level 2
62 HliE  zhidao V. 1 Level 2
63 | ¥ ban num., (adv.) 1 (4) Level 3
64 #@W | chaoshi n. 1 Level 3
65 | & fen m.w., (v.), (n.) 1 (3) Level 3
66 O kou n., m.w. 1 Level 3
67 @& | mianbao | n. 1 Level 3
68 | 7T yuan m.w. 1 Level 3
69 HXX | Zhongwén  n. 1 Level 3
70  8F  baozi n. 1 Level 4
71 | BF | jidozi n. 1 Level 4
72 | &Ex  ndshi n. 1 Level 5

2. Old Level 1 words that are no longer in HSK 3.0 Level 1 (4)

# Word (2.0) Where it is in HSK 3.0 Related 3.0 entries
1 = Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9)  —
2  [5mE Level 2 (hdumian) —
3 BIE Level 2 (gidnmian) —
4 | /hE Level 5 (xid0ji&) —

"Related 3.0 entries" are 3.0 words that appear inside the old word (for example AXZ and ZELk in A ZE1k), the two
halves of an old sentence pattern such as EIA......Frk....., or a close replacement chosen by the author (for example 23
X Z for 2ME52%). Each one is in the official 3.0 list at the level shown; they are not official equivalents. Words such as
b5 and F& are simply not listed.

3. Old Level 1 words that are still Level 1in 3.0 (146)
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Sources

1. HSK 3.0: CLEC (FIMBSRMBIEF L), FXKFZ i HSKZE 1t A4 / Syllabus for the Chinese Proficiency Test,
published November 2025, in force July 2026. The vocabulary section (3&8;CA4) is on printed pages 77-351
and has 11,000 entries. Download link from the official CTI site (www.chinesetest.cn, Download page):
https://hsk.cn-



bj.ufileos.com/3.0/%E6%96%B0%E7%89%88HSK%E8%80%83%E8%AF%95%ES5%A4%A7%E7%BA%B21219.pdf
(file "FrhiRHSKE X A401219.pdf", 406 pages, downloaded 5 Nov 2026)

2. HSK 2.0: CTI, ;XiZ/kFZiL (HSK) L7 (20154%) , an Excel file with 5,000 words across Levels 1-6, from
the CTI Resource Centre: https://admin.chinesetest.cn/newhsk/godownload.do (file
https://admin.chinesetest.cn/userfiles/file/HSK/HSK-2015.xIsx, downloaded 5 Nov 2026)

3. HSK 3.0 launch date: CTI notice, https://admin.chinesetest.cn/gonewcontent.do?id=51336883

© Jane's Mandarin Tutor. For personal or single-classroom use. Word lists © their official publishers. "HSK" is used only
to describe the exam this quide supports.
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