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HSK 2: Old vs New Vocabulary

HSK 2.0 word list (2015 edition) vs HSK 3.0 exam syllabus (Nov 2025)

By Jane's Mandarin Tutor - janesmandarintutor.co.uk

Unofficial study guide, not affiliated with or endorsed by CTI or CLEC. Built from the official public word lists, checked
on 5 November 2026. Ask your test centre which format your sitting uses (HSK 3.0 launches worldwide on 13 December
2026).

At a glance
HSK 2.0 HSK 3.0
Words introduced at Level 2 150 198 (200 entries)*
Total you need for Level 2 (Levels 1-2) | 300 497 (500 entries)*

* The 3.0 list gives some words two numbered entries for different meanings (for example 1 "to spend" and 7€
2 "flower"). Here they count as one word.

Comparing everything you need for Level 2 (Levels 1-2): 280 words are in both lists, 217 words are new in 3.0,
and 20 old words are no longer in 3.0 Levels 1-2.

Words new to you at Level 2 in 3.0: 125. These are in the 3.0 Level 2 list but not in the 2.0 Levels 1-2 list (Section
1). Moving to 3.0 Level 2 also means learning the 92 new words from the lower 3.0 level(s) (see the Level 1 sheet).

How the lists count. In both official lists each word appears once, at the level where it is first introduced. An
exam at Level N tests that level plus all the levels below it, so the totals above are cumulative. Words are
matched by how they are written. Part-of-speech notes in the 2.0 list, such as I2 (IX3&) , are ignored.

Abbreviations: n. noun - v. verb - adj. adjective - adv. adverb - pron. pronoun - num. numeral - m.w. measure
word - prep. preposition - conj. conjunction - part. particle - interj. interjection - onom. onomatopoeia - phrase: no
part of speech given in the syllabus. A part of speech in brackets, and a level printed like 1 (4) , are shown
exactly as the 3.0 syllabus prints them. The syllabus does not explain this notation, but it appears to mean that
some uses of the word belong to the bracketed level.



1. New words to learn: in HSK 3.0 Level 2, not in HSK 2.0 Levels 1-2 (125)

1a. Words that were not in the HSK 2.0 lists at all (90)

# Word Pinyin Part of speech 3.0 level
1 B8 baise n. 2

2 | B bang V. 2

3 FF bénzi n. 2

4 bi n., (m.w.) 2 (5
5 Xt bucud adj. 2

6 FHFER buhdoyisi | phrase 2

7 | % chézhan n. 2

8 | HE chaguo V. 2

9 R chalai V. 2

10 i chamén V. 2

11 HE chaqu V. 2

12 & chuéang n. 2

13 i3 ci n. 2

14 | By céngxiao adv. 2

15 11 da V. 2

16 1% dache V. 2

17 17 dakai V. 2

18 {8 dan conj., (adv.) 2 (7-9)
19 {BE danshi conj. 2

20 @b dong V. 2

21  SRIE fanguan n. 2

22| 7% féi V. 2

23 =% gaozhong n. 2

24 FE  gdngjiaoche  n. 2

25 g guolai V. 2

26 IF guonian V. 2

27 Ef héise n. 2

28 A% hongcha n. 2

29 46 héngse n. 2

30 [ER huilai V. 2

31 [EE huiqu V. 2

32 ME jipiao n. 2

33 & jian m.w., (n.) 2 (4)
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Ba
BBH¥
%
BEIL
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Pinyin
jinlai
jinqu
jiudian
kaixué
kdo
kuaiyao
langiu
[fmian
lushang
lcha
lse
méi yisi
ménkou
ménpiao
mian
ming
name
nayang
naicha
nanhair

ndhair

rou
shangchang
shanglai
shangmian
shangqu
shi

sutran
Sudyi
1

tou
waigud

waimian

Part of speech

n., (adj.)

phrase

n.

n.
suffix, (v.), n., (M.w.)
n., M.w.

pron., conj.

pron.

n.

n.

n.

n., (Mm.w.)

n.

n.

conj.

conj.

v

n., (m.w.), (adj.)
n.

n.
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3.0 level

(4)

(5)

(6)

(3) (5)



# Word Pinyin Part of speech 3.0 level

71 ML wangshang | n. 2
2= wang V. 2
73 TR xialai V. 2
74 FE xiamian n. 2
75 F& xiaqu V. 2
76 IpZJL | xidohadir n. 2
77 | IMEHE | xidoshihou | n. 2
78 WA xingming n. 2
79 HIE yaodian n. 2
80 @A yinwei prep., con;. 2
81 | ii§ yoéu V. 2
82 HH ydushi adv. 2
83 HER  youyisi phrase 2
84 A you n. 2
85 X4 zhéme pron. 2
86  X#¥ zhéyang pron. 2
87 B zhou n., (M.w.) 2 (6)
88 | ERR z6ull V. 2
89  RBIk zUqiu n. 2
2 Xk zud n. 2

1b. Words moved down from a higher HSK 2.0 level (35)

# Word Pinyin Part of speech 3.0level Wasin 2.0
(| a part. 2 Level 3
2 T4  aihao v, n. 2 Level 3
3 | ban n., (m.w.) 2 (5) Level 3
4 I  bangmang | v 2 Level 3
5 & bao V., N., MW, 2 Level 3
6 i de part. 2 Level 3
7 Mgk ditié n. 2 Level 3
8 M™F | gezi n. 2 Level 3
9 R gén prep., conj., (n.), (v.) | 2 (5) Level 3
10  @&1  guoqu V. 2 Level 3
1M1 E2 haishi adv., conij. 2 Level 3
12 11 hua V. 2 Level 3
13 | & hua V., N, 2 Level 3
14 | ¥ huai adj. 2 Level 3
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2. Old Level 2 words that are no longer in HSK 3.0 Levels 1-2 (18)

Word Pinyin
28 | jide

# jiao

2% | jingchang
wF  kuzi

# l6u

= na

8h | nadinai

5 niao

gk  qilai

EM | shangwang
&FBR  shofu

i3 téng

% tido

B wan

i1 wei
#xFia | xishoujian
FF | yéye
—=JL | yihuir

41 zhan

B2 | zji

3 zheng

Part of speech

adj.

adj., (v.)

m.w., (n.)

num.

m.w.

n.

n.

num.+m.w., (adv.)
n.

pron.

adv., (adj.)

3.0 level

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

(6)
(5)

(3)

(5)

Was in 2.0
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3
Level 3

Level 5

#
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10
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Word (2.0)

Where it is in HSK 3.0

Level 5 (bai)

Level 3 (bangzhu)
Level 3 (baozhi)

Level 3 (binguan)

Level 5 (héi)

Level 5 (hong)

Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9)
Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9)
Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9)
Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9)

Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9)

Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9)

Related 3.0 entries

18 (Level 1), 3K (Level 1)
IEIK (Level 2), T (Level 2)
% (Level 1)

BRZ5 (Level 3)

NI (Level 2)

NZE (Level 1), Fi4 (Level 2)



# Word (2.0) Where it is in HSK 3.0 Related 3.0 entries

13 | $BE Level 3 (gianb) —

14 | BA..[EBZ... Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | &%A (Level 2), B2 (Level 2)
15 | BRI Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | ¥k (Level 2), # (Level 2)
16 | AN Level 3 (xigua) —

17 | £A Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | —

18 | BA.....FrLdL...... Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | A (Level 2), FrLA (Level 2)

"Related 3.0 entries" are 3.0 words that appear inside the old word (for example AXZ and ZEik in A ZEik), the two
halves of an old sentence pattern such as [&9......FfiX......, or a close replacement chosen by the author (for example 23
X ZE for 2M4E52%). Each one is in the official 3.0 list at the level shown; they are not official equivalents. Words such as
b5 and FE A are simply not listed.

3. Old Level 2 words you now meet earlier, in a lower 3.0 level (62)

# Word Pinyin Now in 3.0
1 | g ba Level 1
2 B bai Level 1
3 7 chuan Level 1
4 AR dajia Level 1
5 E dao Level 1
6 | HH didi Level 1
7 X dui Level 1
8 | [EiE fangjian Level 1
9 IE feichang  Level 1
10 & gége Level 1
1M 4 géi Level 1
12 | RE] gongst Level 1
13 & gui Level 1
14 & hai Level 1
15 #%F haizi Level 1
16 iz hdochi Level 1
17 B=E jidan Level 1
18 % jian Level 1
19 $B#E jigjie Level 1
20 ©iE juéde Level 1
21 "I kéyi Level 1
22 | iF ke Level 1
23 ™ liang Level 1
24 = ling Level 1
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Word

H

H‘j

SRIEK
HE% (3.0 spelling: &%) L)
5

1=

AN

st}
e
A ia]
Fl
WiE

Pinyin
mai
mang
meimei
miantidor
nan
nin
nidnai

nu

pianyi
gichuang
gian
qunian

ri
shangban
shéngbing
shijian
shoujt
shudhua
ta

wai

wan
wanshang
wen
wenti

xiaoshf

zai
zaoshang
zhao
zhén
zhéngzai

zht

Now in 3.0
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1
Level 1

Level 1



# Word Pinyin Now in 3.0
62  HE zhidao Level 1

4. Old Level 2 words that are still Level 2 in 3.0 (70)

Ebe 3 &Ko By R K B FOE B iR ZL g0 BE A R § R e Fi F
BE. R BRR. B. B B RIR 180 8. ) B, B R EF B 1L B £H. FE5 FROE
A, Bk, ST E. A4l BEL K. K % BE. R B0 —iE. B2 2R B Pk, AL & &= B
& Xk, B, HE&E. E & T2

Sources

1. HSK 3.0: CLEC (MBS RRETERIL), HXKFEiL HSKZ AL/ Syllabus for the Chinese Proficiency Test,
published November 2025, in force July 2026. The vocabulary section (iEilCA#) is on printed pages 77-351
and has 11,000 entries. Download link from the official CTI site (www.chinesetest.cn, Download page):
https://hsk.cn-
bj.ufileos.com/3.0/%E6%96%B0%E7%89%88HSK%E8%80%83%E8%AF%I5%ES5%A4%A7%E7%BA%B21219.pdf
(file "HrARHSKZE 1 A4N1219.pdf", 406 pages, downloaded 5 Nov 2026)

2. HSK 2.0: CTI, ;XiZkFZit (HSK) iaiZ (20154k) , an Excel file with 5,000 words across Levels 1-6, from
the CTI Resource Centre: https://admin.chinesetest.cn/newhsk/godownload.do (file
https://admin.chinesetest.cn/userfiles/file/HSK/HSK-2015.xlsx, downloaded 5 Nov 2026)

3. HSK 3.0 launch date: CTI notice, https://admin.chinesetest.cn/gonewcontent.do?id=51336883

© Jane's Mandarin Tutor. For personal or single-classroom use. Word lists © their official publishers. "HSK" is used only
to describe the exam this quide supports.
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