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HSK 3: Old vs New Vocabulary

HSK 2.0 word list (2015 edition) vs HSK 3.0 exam syllabus (Nov 2025)

By Jane's Mandarin Tutor - janesmandarintutor.co.uk

Unofficial study guide, not affiliated with or endorsed by CTI or CLEC. Built from the official public word lists, checked
on 5 November 2026. Ask your test centre which format your sitting uses (HSK 3.0 launches worldwide on 13 December
2026).

At a glance
HSK 2.0 HSK 3.0
Words introduced at Level 3 299 499 (500 entries)*
Total you need for Level 3 (Levels 1-3) | 595 988 (1000 entries)*

* The 3.0 list gives some words two numbered entries for different meanings (for example 1 "to spend" and 7€
2 "flower"). Here they count as one word.

Comparing everything you need for Level 3 (Levels 1-3): 560 words are in both lists, 428 words are new in 3.0,
and 35 old words are no longer in 3.0 Levels 1-3.

Words new to you at Level 3 in 3.0: 252. These are in the 3.0 Level 3 list but not in the 2.0 Levels 1-3 list (Section
1). Moving to 3.0 Level 3 also means learning the 176 new words from the lower 3.0 level(s) (see the Level 1-2
sheet).

How the lists count. In both official lists each word appears once, at the level where it is first introduced. An
exam at Level N tests that level plus all the levels below it, so the totals above are cumulative. Words are
matched by how they are written. Part-of-speech notes in the 2.0 list, such as /& (IXi&) , are ignored.

Abbreviations: n. noun - v. verb - adj. adjective - adv. adverb - pron. pronoun - num. numeral - m.w. measure
word - prep. preposition - conj. conjunction - part. particle - interj. interjection - onom. onomatopoeia - phrase: no
part of speech given in the syllabus. A part of speech in brackets, and a level printed like 1 (4) , are shown
exactly as the 3.0 syllabus prints them. The syllabus does not explain this notation, but it appears to mean that
some uses of the word belong to the bracketed level.



1. New words to learn: in HSK 3.0 Level 3, not in HSK 2.0 Levels 1-3 (252)

1a. Words that were not in the HSK 2.0 lists at all (199)

#  Word Pinyin Part of speech 3.0 level
1 EZA airen n. 3
2 HER  banji n. 3
3 W=x  banjia V. 3
4 ban V. 3
5 #¥X | bantian nuM.+m.w. 3
6 it bé&i n. 3
7 Z@ O bi . 3
8 L3 bian V. 3
9 TR  bianchéng V. 3
10 | BBy biéde pron. 3
11k bing n., (v.) 3 (5)
12 #&®A | bingrén n. 3
13 | AEB | budan conj. 3
14 | AR bdjian V. 3
15 | AR | bujiu adj. 3
16 | AE bu téng phrase 3
17 | &7  buxing v., adj. 3
18 | AHE | buyong adv. 3
19 7N cai adv. 3
20 E#t | cdodi n. 3
21 & cha V. 3
2 |8 chéang adv. 3
23 | BE changchéng | adv. 3
24 | MW | changjian phrase 3
25 | EH chang yong phrase 3
26  HBE | chayuan V. 3
27 #1%  chazhong n. 3
28 ' &HX | chantian n. 3
29 KA daren n. 3
30 Ky | daxido n. 3
31 | KHEJY daxiongmao | n. 3
32 K& | dayr n. 3
33 | {3 dédao V. 3



# | Word Pinyin Part of speech 3.0 level

34 1§93 | défen V., n. 3
35 H9E | dehua part. 3
36 | H dian n., (v.) 3 (5)
37  ®BFP  dianzisha n. 3
38 FHIk | dongbéi n. 3
39 %A | dongfang n. 3
40 (%@  dongnan n. 3
41 | £X  dongtian n. 3
42 {818  dongde V. 3
43 | E¥IE  dongwlyudn | n. 3
44 | 58#%  duanku n. 3
45 MR | érqié con;. 3
46 | H#L  érl n. 3
47 | BfEm@E fangbianmian  n. 3
48 BF  fangzi n. 3
49 B  fangjia V. 3
50  B¥ | fangxué V. 3
51  #F  fenkai 2 3
52 R feng n. 3
53 & féng m.w., (v.) 3 (6)
54 XZgE  faqr n. 3
55 BR$S | fuwu V. 3
56 %1 gai V. 3
57 BE | gandao V. 3
58 | WIM | ganggang adv. 3
59 & | gaotié n. 3
60  IfEB gongzuori n. 3
61 &l gua V. 3
62 XMl | guanj V. 3
63 | X&FE | guanzhu V. 3
64 IBF | guojié V. 3
65 | & hai n. 3
66 | ¥¥%  h3odud num. 3
67 WA | haojiu adj. 3
68 | A hé n. 3
69 | £I4%T hong-lideng | n. 3
70 & | hounian n. 3



# | Word Pinyin Part of speech 3.0 level

71 &R  houtian n. 3
72 #&E | huayuan n. 3
73  ®ZX | hujjia n. 3
74 | #f | huangse n. 3
75 | huo conj., (adv.) 3 (6)
76 5 jT n. 3
77 & ji adj., v. 3
78 | id ji V. 3
79 % ji n. 3
80 MM jia v. 3
81 {RER | jiaqr n. 3
82 #FE | jianpiao V. 3
83 jie n. 3
84 | tHEE | jiémeéi n. 3
8 Fr jin m.w. 3
86 & jit . 3
87 4 ju m.w. 3
88 k£ ka n. 3
89 Hi& | kaihua V. 3
90 &  kaihui V. 3
91  HM  kaijT V. 3
92 /R  kanlai V. 3
93 | | ké conj., (adv.) 3 (5)
94 | igZ&  keébén n. 3
95 | RX | kéwén n. 3
9% | #EA | l3orén n. 3
97 % lian V. 3
98 i lido V. 3
99  HEE4%  lidxuéshéng | n. 3
100 | #48 | lout n. 3
101  B&# | lubian n. 3
102 B&0O lukdu n. 3
103 | B  malu n. 3
104 @& | miangian n. 3
105 #E | mingdan n. 3
106  &A | mingrén n. 3
107  BA  nanrén n. 3



# | Word Pinyin Part of speech 3.0 level

108 B4 | néanshéng n. 3
109 | @7% | nanfang n. 3
110 | & nankan adj. 3
111 | 3@ nanti n. 3
112 | 3MF  nanting adj. 3
113 & niu n., (adj.) 3 (5)
114 | &A | nirén n. 3
115 &%  nlshéng n. 3
116 | e pa V. 3
117 1A pa v., (adv.) 3 (4)
118 B8  paizhao V. 3
119 2 qi v., (m.w.) 3 (5)
120 | i8%F  qiche n. 3
121 | g% | gidnnian n. 3
122  HIR | giantian n. 3
123 18 gingke V. 3
124 X | qgidtian n. 3
125 Ek#H | qgitchang n. 3
126 | I rende V. 3
127 A sdo V. 3
128 | W shan n. 3
129 | k&  shangyt n. 3
130 Hi#i | shénbian n. 3
131 | B&  shéngao n. 3
132 A shéng n., m.w. 3
133 | 1h shi n. 3
134 E shi n 3
135  UWEl  shoudao V. 3
136 = shou V. 3
137 | R shua V. 3
138 WZ | siji n. 3
139 | ABIE  tiylguan n. 3
140 | Bk tiao V. 3
141 | Bfrist tingshuo V. 3
142 Mt waidi n. 3
143  9ME | waimai V., N. 3
144  9ME | waiyl n. 3



# | Word Pinyin Part of speech 3.0 level

145 B | wandian V. 3
146  B=  wanhui n. 3
147  BE | xibei n. 3
148 | @A  xifang n. 3
149 | 74F3 XInan n. 3
150 | ARHL | XiyTjT n. 3
151 B xrai V. 3
152 | EX | xiatian n. 3
153  #§F  xiangzi n. 3
154 | #BM | xiangj n. 3
155 | IpX | xidoql n. 3
156  #E | xiaoyuan n. 3
157 | & xié n. 3
158 1B xinli n. 3
159  #HE  xinnian n. 3
160 13 Xin V., n. 3
161 | 7%  xingli n. 3
162 | M@  xingqu n. 3
163 kB xigjia v. 3
164 | % xuan V. 3
165 | OF yé n. 3
166 = FFRJ | yashua n. 3
167 ¥ yang n. 3
168 | 7F yang V. 3
169 | —3RJL | yikuair n., adv. 3
170 | BAlE | yihou n. 3
171 | AE | yishang n. 3
172 | BASd | yiwai n. 3
173  KIF yixia n. 3
174 | $R17F  yinhangka n. 3
175 BB | youjian n. 3
176 HBF | youxiang n. 3
177 | K& yoéuke n. 3
178 % | yduguan V., prep. 3
179 A | yduyong adj. 3
180 I ylyT n. 3
181 @MW | yujian V. 3



#
182
183
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Pinyin
yuan
yuan
yundonghui
yundongyuan
zénme ban
zényang
zhaoxiang
zhidao
zhi néng
zhishi
zhiydu
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zhuyuan
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zidian
z0ng

zuoke
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1b. Words moved down from a higher HSK 2.0 level (53)

#
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10
11
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Word
zE
Lesn
&
KRR
X%
&
e
KL
24k
e

i
2%
¥4
BiE
5

Pinyin
anquan
bird
bian
bidoyan
chabudud
chafa
chashéng
dagai
daochu
didian
dia
duihua
fashéng
fazhan
fangfa

fangxiang

Part of speech | 3.0 level

adj.
V.
m.w.
v

adj., adv.

adj., adv., (n.)

adv.

3
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17
18
19
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21
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27
28
29
30
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38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
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51
52
53

Frids
AE
iRk
*8
AR
£
o
Wk
AF
£3E
i
25

]

Pinyin
gan
gang
haoxiang
haoma
héshi
jianchi
jié
kaixin
késhi
kuangquanshuri
[dizi
liangkuai
mao
pingshi
shafa
shaozi
shénghuo
shou
shoudao
tang
ting
wangqiu
wangzhan
weishéngjian
xing
Xuéqt
yé
yiweéi
yumaogqiu
yuyan
zanmen
zang
zhao
zhiyao
zuihdao
bingjiling

wazi

Part of speech 3.0 level

V.
adv.

v., adv.

ad;.
m.w., n., (v.)

ad;.

conj.

ad;.

m.w., (n.)

v., adj.

m.w.

pron.

ad;.

conj.

adv.
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Was in 2.0
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Level 4
Level 4
Level 4
Level 4
Level 4
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Level 4
Level 4
Level 4
Level 5

Level 5



2. Old Level 3 words that are no longer in HSK 3.0 Levels 1-3 (20)

# Word (2.0) Where it is in HSK 3.0 Related 3.0 entries

1 BF Level 4 (bizi) —

2 | ME...MA... Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | B (Level 3), A (Level 3)
3 & Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | —

4 | EBFHBH Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | BB (Level 3)

5 % Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9)  —

6 | B4 Level 4 (dudme) —

7 &R Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) = —

8 | = Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | —

9 | fE Level 4 (jiedao) —

10 £ Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9)  —

1 1EF Level 4 (maozi) —

12 | ey Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | —

13 | BEE Level 4 (pixié) —

14 | ® Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | —

15 | RIZF Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | —

16 B Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | —

17 | 175 Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | 17Z= (Level 3)

18  AEI& Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9)  —

19 | EBAEH Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | B8#H (Level 3), 484/l (Level 3)
20 RAE...A... Not listed as a word (Levels 1-9) | 2& (Level 3), 7 (Level 3)

"Related 3.0 entries" are 3.0 words that appear inside the old word (for example X% and ZEik in X Z1k), the two
halves of an old sentence pattern such as F[A......FTEX......, or a close replacement chosen by the author (for example 23
X ZE for 204£57%). Each one is in the official 3.0 list at the level shown; they are not official equivalents. Words such as
JEE and F A are simply not listed.

3. Old Level 3 words you now meet earlier, in a lower 3.0 level (45)

# Word Pinyin Now in 3.0
1T M a Level 2
B4 | aihao Level 2
BE ban Level 2
+ ban Level 1
bangmang | Level 2
2 bao Level 2
#m | chaoshi Level 1
#h de Level 2
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#
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

Word
gk

i

il
"

E3

A

i

# ]
¥

—=JL

|

oo

B

X

Pinyin
ditié
fén
geézi
gén
guo
guoqu
haishi
hua
hua
huai
hai
jide
jiao
jingchang
kou
kuzi
[6u
mianbao
na
nainai
nido
qilai

shangwang

wei
xishoujian
yéye
yihuir
yuan
zhan
chang

zht
Zhongwén

ziji

Now in 3.0
Level 2
Level 1
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 1
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 1
Level 2
Level 2
Level 1
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 2
Level 1
Level 2
Level 2
Level 1
Level 1

Level 2



4. Old Level 3 words that are still Level 3 in 3.0 (234)

iR, %&. RER. 1B #K. A DRE. . dbA. . bR EEER. EiBA. ST Tk, FIAL KFE. KB B
me & B E B @0 G mm. REL BRT. M. EE. BB T8 TE. ®. B0 B SR 1.
7. HE. B R, 0¥, A8, ER. HRUIR. @ B k. AR AL AE. B/ B MR, 830 T R
B. B\, WA, BB B. 2fF. 28, #§E. K. XFR. x0. XF. BR. FH. 2R GE. PR IR,
iR, #. @&, 2 HE. JLFE. e & =650 ©F, 58, LE. @F. . A, Bl & 58, $8. &
1B, HR. R, B, £ £, A, B, G9F RE. TR B 2 BAL TE. R BFEE EBAF AL
Y. . K. 430 W BIX (3.0 spelling: BIR)L). THE. $E. EF. B, L. FHE. K. BE. @&, ¥, #
CERFR BH BF B WA, T HL. Hfb, FR. B R BER. BR. BF. A, /S A
CNEL BB, MR, £ AR BE. HR G B L # BFEC W KFE. BN KR FEL RS, &
B. . AFE. AR, Xk XA BBE. B, TR, Bi. 8. A AT X fEC IR R k. BE. &
E. | & DD KK FE. e ERE. BB, &R Bk —K. a0 —F . —H. —#. —EH. L.
Bk, BT KL Mz, EE. B, Y. B8 X 83 BE. AR, . k. E2. BE. B, BiE. &
F. M BE AR FB. FE. BTF. B2 B, &E. =ibE. Fl

> ¥

Sources

1. HSK 3.0: CLEC (FIMBE RMETEHIL), FXKFZE i HSKZ A4 / Syllabus for the Chinese Proficiency Test,
published November 2025, in force July 2026. The vocabulary section (ieilCA#) is on printed pages 77-351
and has 11,000 entries. Download link from the official CTI site (www.chinesetest.cn, Download page):
https://hsk.cn-
bj.ufileos.com/3.0/%E6%96%B0%E7%89%88HSK%EB%80%83%E8%AF%I5%E5%A4%A7%E7%BA%B21219.pdf
(file "FrhiRHSKZ X A£01219.pdf", 406 pages, downloaded 5 Nov 2026)

2. HSK 2.0: CT1, ;XK FZisd (HSK) a2 (20154%) , an Excel file with 5,000 words across Levels 1-6, from
the CTI Resource Centre: https://admin.chinesetest.cn/newhsk/godownload.do (file
https://admin.chinesetest.cn/userfiles/file/HSK/HSK-2015.xIsx, downloaded 5 Nov 2026)

3. HSK 3.0 launch date: CTI notice, https://admin.chinesetest.cn/gonewcontent.do?id=51336883

© Jane's Mandarin Tutor. For personal or single-classroom use. Word lists © their official publishers. "HSK" is used only
to describe the exam this quide supports.
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